
December 27, 2016 – UN KAPUTT 
 
What he has done for the Democrat party, the president might have done for the 
United Nations. He has now given us the reason and opportunity to kick that festering 
sore out of the country.  Roger Simon thinks the Prez's vendetta is a good kick off 
for the Trump administration to start defunding the cesspool that is the UN. And the 
headquarters? Perhaps Donald Trump has some ideas for what could be done with 
the building. 
We live in a world of unintended consequences and Barack Obama, in his overwhelming zeal to 
exact last-minute personal vengeance on Bibi Netanyahu in particular and Israel in general with 
Friday's Security Council vote, opened the door to the defunding and serious diminution of the 
United Nations itself. 

Donald Trump -- who is seeking to spend a ton of taxpayer money on rebuilding our military and 
infrastructure -- is undoubtedly looking for places to save. Nowhere would be better to start than 
that moribund center of international corruption and megaphone for tin-pot dictators, the United 
Nations. ... 

  

... why is Samantha Power, our current UN ambassador and putatively an expert in genocide, 
spending her time criticizing largely peaceful Israeli settlements while, just a few hundred miles 
away, soldiers of Iran's Republican Guard are gunning down women and children in the streets 
of Aleppo in true genocidal fashion? Hypocritical?  Oh, well, that's Iran -- Obama's protected 
class. 

Enough already! 

Donald, you're on. You were able to negotiate with Carrier, Boeing, and Lockheed, so these 
clowns shouldn't be all that difficult. Although, in this case, it would be useful to negotiate the 
entire institution out of existence, or at least impoverish it to the degree it will have to decamp 
from Manhattan and leave that pricey Turtle Bay real estate for better purposes. (I understand 
there's a lot of empty space in Yemen.)  And -- just think -- it would get rid of all those double-
parking, cheapskate diplomats cluttering New York streets! They don't even pay their parking 
tickets. 

I wouldn't doubt you would have all your deplorables solidly behind you in this 
negotiation/defunding and a lot more of the country as well, once they get full knowledge of 
exactly how much we're actually paying for this insanity. As with most things, they haven't been 
told by our media, who have no interest in informing the public on anything that might disrupt 
their narrative. 

If ever some tweets were called for, this is it.  Go to it, Donald.  Scare the pants off them now. 
You made a good start when you tweeted, "As to the U.N., things will be different after Jan. 
20th." 

  
Paul Mirengoff of Power Line linked to an essay by Anne Bayefsky.  
The vicious condemnation of Israel at the UN Security Council on December 23, 2016 is a 
watershed moment in U.S.-UN relations – albeit not as President Obama hoped. Following the 



vote of fourteen in favor and one American abstention, Palestinian representative Riyadh 
Mansour and American Ambassador Samantha Power exchanged a telling handshake. 
Evidently, President Obama believes that he has put one over on Israel, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and the incoming Trump administration. But here’s another possibility: treachery at 
the UN will not be cost free. ...  

... At its core, this UN move is a head-on assault on American democracy. President Obama 
knew full well he did not have Congressional support for the Iran deal, so he went straight to the 
Security Council first. Likewise, he knew that there would have been overwhelming 
Congressional opposition to this resolution, so he carefully planned his stealth attack. 

He waited until Congress was not in session. Members of his administration made periodic 
suggestions that nothing had been decided. There were occasional head fakes that he was 
"leaning" against it. He produced smiling photo-ops from a Hawaiian golf course with no obvious 
major foreign policy moves minutes away. Holiday time-outs were in full-swing across the 
country. And then he pounced, giving Israel virtually no notice of his intent not to veto. 

Profound betrayal of a true democratic friend of the United States is the only possible 
description. ... 

... The Security Council and President Obama leave a trail of devastation across the planet, with 
evil empowered and good forsaken. But their record does not have to be our future. Today’s 
vote reminds us of what it takes for evil to triumph. 

Doing nothing is not an option for our new President and our incoming Congress. The time has 
come to undertake an urgent and full review of America’s relationship to the United Nations, and 
to suspend financial support until that review can identify how best to use American dollars in 
the interests of peace, security and human dignity. The perfidy of Barack Obama will not be the 
last word. 

  
And WSJ Editors weigh in.   
The decision by the United States to abstain from a United Nations Security Council resolution 
condemning Israel over its settlements on the West Bank is one of the most significant, defining 
moments of the Obama Presidency. 

It defines this President’s extraordinary ability to transform matters of public policy into personal 
pique at adversaries. ... 

... Mr. Obama’s animus toward Prime Minister Netanyahu is well known. Apparently Mr. Obama 
took it as an affront that the President-elect would express an opinion about this week’s U.N. 
resolution. 

It is important, though, to see this U.S. abstention as more significant than merely Mr. Obama’s 
petulance. What it reveals clearly is the Obama Administration’s animus against the state of 
Israel itself. No longer needing Jewish votes, Mr. Obama was free, finally, to punish the Jewish 
state in a way no previous President has done. 

No effort to rescind the resolution, which calls the settlements a violation of "international law," 
will succeed because of Russia’s and China’s vetoes. 



Instead, the resolution will live on as Barack Obama’s cat’s paw, offering support in every 
European capital, international institution and U.S. university campus to bully Israel with the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement. ... 

 
 
 

Roger L. Simon 
Obama's Israel Vendetta Opens the Door for Trump to Defund the UN 
  
We live in a world of unintended consequences and Barack Obama, in his overwhelming zeal to 
exact last-minute personal vengeance on Bibi Netanyahu in particular and Israel in general with 
Friday's Security Council vote, opened the door to the defunding and serious diminution of the 
United Nations itself. 

Donald Trump -- who is seeking to spend a ton of taxpayer money on rebuilding our military and 
infrastructure -- is undoubtedly looking for places to save. Nowhere would be better to start than 
that moribund center of international corruption and megaphone for tin-pot dictators, the United 
Nations. 

What started out after World War II as the idealistic coming together of nations to end 
war ended up being one of the giant ripoffs of all time.  The UN oil-for-food scandal during the 
Iraq War showed how extreme it had become.  The UN committee's own report... 

....accused nearly half of the 4,500 participating companies of paying kickbacks and illegal 
surcharges to win lucrative contracts, and allowing Saddam Hussein to pocket $1.8 billion at the 
expense of Iraqis suffering under UN economic sanctions. The commission’s lead investigator, 
former U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, stated that it was UN mismanagement 
and failure of the world’s most powerful nations to end corruption in the program that allowed 
Saddam to fill his coffers. 

"UN mismanagement" isn't the half of it.  It was unbridled corruption on the part of UN 
leadership with some of the masterminds fleeing the country, checks in hand, to places like 
Beijing. 

Meanwhile, this "peaceful" organization that has had no effect whatsoever on ending 
war spends most of its working hours bashing the state of Israel.  In 2015 alone the UN General 
Assembly adopted 20 resolutions singling out Israel for criticism — and only 3 resolutions on 
the rest of the world combined. 

And what does the U.S. taxpayer fork over for participating in this global society for 
slanderous garbage?  $3.04 billion in 2015, to be exact.  Now admittedly that's not as much as 
Barack Obama has been shoveling to Iran's mullahs, but it's still a lot. 

How does our contribution compare with other member nations?  According to 2015 
congressional testimony, the U.S. currently accounts for slightly more than one-fifth of the UN 
budget (22%).  That's more than 185 other countries combined are paying. 

From that same testimony: "The 56 countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) – 
which include 10 of the world’s 20 top oil-producing nations – will together contribute around 
$360 million (compared to $3.024 billion for the U.S. alone)." 



That group also includes most of the disgusting theocratic kleptocracies that exploit or enslave 
their people, abjure human rights, discriminate against women and hang gays from telephone 
polls, and lead the way -- now with the help of Obama's USA -- in the aforementioned bashing 
of the only democracy in the Middle East.  They're getting a lot of bang for their buck. 

And speaking of bangs and bucks, why is Samantha Power, our current UN ambassador and 
putatively an expert in genocide, spending her time criticizing largely peaceful Israeli 
settlements while, just a few hundred miles away, soldiers of Iran's Republican Guard are 
gunning down women and children in the streets of Aleppo in true genocidal fashion? 
Hypocritical?  Oh, well, that's Iran -- Obama's protected class. 

Enough already! 

Donald, you're on. You were able to negotiate with Carrier, Boeing, and Lockheed, so these 
clowns shouldn't be all that difficult. Although, in this case, it would be useful to negotiate the 
entire institution out of existence, or at least impoverish it to the degree it will have to decamp 
from Manhattan and leave that pricey Turtle Bay real estate for better purposes. (I understand 
there's a lot of empty space in Yemen.)  And -- just think -- it would get rid of all those double-
parking, cheapskate diplomats cluttering New York streets! They don't even pay their parking 
tickets. 

I wouldn't doubt you would have all your deplorables solidly behind you in this 
negotiation/defunding and a lot more of the country as well, once they get full knowledge of 
exactly how much we're actually paying for this insanity. As with most things, they haven't been 
told by our media, who have no interest in informing the public on anything that might disrupt 
their narrative. 

If ever some tweets were called for, this is it.  Go to it, Donald.  Scare the pants off them now. 
You made a good start when you tweeted, "As to the U.N., things will be different after Jan. 
20th." 

From your tweets to God's ears.  I'm typing this on Hanukkah and Christmas, after all. 

  
  
  
  
Power Line 
Obama's U. N. Perfidy 
by Paul Mirengoff 

Anne Bayefsky is a leading human rights advocate. She is Director of the Touro Institute on 
Human Rights and the Holocaust, and President of Human Rights Voices. 

Bayefsky has written this article for Fox News called "Diplomatic terrorism at the UN, courtesy 
President Obama." I taken the liberty of posting it below, with emphasis added by me to certain 
passages. 

The vicious condemnation of Israel at the UN Security Council on December 23, 2016 is a 
watershed moment in U.S.-UN relations – albeit not as President Obama hoped. Following the 
vote of fourteen in favor and one American abstention, Palestinian representative Riyadh 



Mansour and American Ambassador Samantha Power exchanged a telling handshake. 
Evidently, President Obama believes that he has put one over on Israel, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and the incoming Trump administration. But here’s another possibility: treachery at 
the UN will not be cost free. 

Let’s be absolutely clear about what has just happened. The Palestinians have completed the 
hijacking of every major UN institution. The 2016 General Assembly has adopted nineteen 
resolutions condemning Israel and nine critical of all other UN states combined. The 2016 
Commission on the Status of Women adopted one resolution condemning Israel and zero on 
any other state. The 2016 UN Human Rights Council celebrated ten years of adopting more 
resolutions and decisions condemning Israel than any other place on earth. And now – to the 
applause of the assembled – the Palestinians can add the UN Security Council to their list. 

Resolution sponsors Malaysia and New Zealand explained UN-think to the Council this way: 
Israeli settlements are "the single biggest threat to peace" and the "primary threat to the viability 
of the two-state solution." Not seven decades of unremitting Arab terror and violent rejection of 
Jewish self-determination in the historic homeland of the Jewish people. 

This is not just any lie. This is the big lie of modern antisemitism. This is the lie that drove a 
Palestinian teenager in June of this year to creep into the home of 13-year old Hallel Ariel and 
butcher her with a knife in the back as she slept in her bed. 

The bed was located in the "settlement" of Kiryat Arba – on Arab-claimed territory whose 
ownership – by agreement – is subject to final status negotiations instead of back-stabbing UN 
resolutions. So to skip the UN-eze, today’s hate fest was diplomatic terrorism. 

Obama’s failure to veto the resolution is at odds with long-standing American foreign policy that 
has insisted on peace through negotiations, and not UN-fiat, as the only way to ensure genuine 
and long-lasting recognition and cooperation. His excuse for throwing bipartisan wisdom 
overboard was delivered by Ambassador Power, in one of the most disingenuous statements in 
the history of American diplomacy. 

Power began by likening Obama’s deed to Ronald Reagan’s treatment of Israel. She repeatedly 
claimed that the move was nothing new and "in line" with the past, though "historic" is how 
speaker-after-speaker and the President of the Council himself described it. She noted "Israel 
has been treated differently than other nations at the United Nations" and then doubled-down on 
more of the same. She complained that Council "members suddenly summon the will to act" 
when it comes to Israel, after the White House had actively pushed the frantic adoption of the 
resolution with less than 48 hours’ notice. 

At its core, this UN move is a head-on assault on American democracy. President Obama knew 
full well he did not have Congressional support for the Iran deal, so he went straight to the 
Security Council first. Likewise, he knew that there would have been overwhelming 
Congressional opposition to this resolution, so he carefully planned his stealth attack. 

He waited until Congress was not in session. Members of his administration made periodic 
suggestions that nothing had been decided. There were occasional head fakes that he was 
"leaning" against it. He produced smiling photo-ops from a Hawaiian golf course with no obvious 
major foreign policy moves minutes away. Holiday time-outs were in full-swing across the 
country. And then he pounced, giving Israel virtually no notice of his intent not to veto. 



Profound betrayal of a true democratic friend of the United States is the only possible 
description. 

Israel’s Ambassador Danny Danon held up a Bible in that sanctuary of idolatry and spoke of the 
holiday of Chanukah, about to commence this calendar year on Christmas Eve. He reminded 
his listeners that over two thousand years ago another King had banished the Jewish people 
from the Temple in Jerusalem, and tried to sever Jews from their religion and their heritage. 

And he continued: "But we prevailed. The Jewish people fought back. We regained our 
independence and relit the Menorah candles…We overcame those decrees during the time of 
the Maccabees and we will overcome this evil decree today."The Security Council and President 
Obama leave a trail of devastation across the planet, with evil empowered and good forsaken. 
But their record does not have to be our future. Today’s vote reminds us of what it takes for evil 
to triumph. 

Doing nothing is not an option for our new President and our incoming Congress. The time has 
come to undertake an urgent and full review of America’s relationship to the United Nations, and 
to suspend financial support until that review can identify how best to use American dollars in 
the interests of peace, security and human dignity. The perfidy of Barack Obama will not be the 
last word. 

  
  
Wall Street Journal - Editorial Board 
Obama’s Anti-Israel Tantrum 
The decision by the United States to abstain from a United Nations Security Council resolution 
condemning Israel over its settlements on the West Bank is one of the most significant, defining 
moments of the Obama Presidency. 

It defines this President’s extraordinary ability to transform matters of public policy into personal 
pique at adversaries. And it defines the reality of the international left’s implacable opposition to 
the Israeli state. 

Earlier in the week, Egypt withdrew the Security Council resolution under pressure from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. President-elect Donald Trump also intervened, speaking 
with Egypt’s government and, via Twitter, urging Mr. Obama to block the resolution, as have 
past U.S. Administrations and Mr. Obama himself in 2011. 

As was widely reported Friday after the U.N. vote, the White House decided to abstain—thereby 
allowing the pro-Palestinian resolution to pass—in retaliation against the intervention by Messrs. 
Netanyahu and Trump. 

Mr. Obama’s animus toward Prime Minister Netanyahu is well known. Apparently Mr. Obama 
took it as an affront that the President-elect would express an opinion about this week’s U.N. 
resolution. 

It is important, though, to see this U.S. abstention as more significant than merely Mr. Obama’s 
petulance. What it reveals clearly is the Obama Administration’s animus against the state of 
Israel itself. No longer needing Jewish votes, Mr. Obama was free, finally, to punish the Jewish 
state in a way no previous President has done. 



No effort to rescind the resolution, which calls the settlements a violation of "international law," 
will succeed because of Russia’s and China’s vetoes. 

Instead, the resolution will live on as Barack Obama’s cat’s paw, offering support in every 
European capital, international institution and U.S. university campus to bully Israel with the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer implored the Administration to veto the resolution, 
noting rightly that it represents nothing more than the "Zionism is racism" bias at the U.N. Let 
Senator Schumer note the true nature of his party’s left wing. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan called the Administration’s action "shameful." Senator Lindsey 
Graham said he will form a bipartisan coalition to suspend or reduce U.S. financial support for 
the U.N. That should proceed. 

For Donald Trump, meet your State Department. This is what State’s permanent bureaucrats 
believe, this is what they want, and Barack Obama delivered it to them. 

Tweets won’t change this now-inbred hostility to America’s oldest democratic ally in the Middle 
East. Mr. Obama’s pique, however, has made it crystal clear to the new Administration where 
the lines in the sand are drawn. 

 
  



  
  

      

Captain Or Ben-Yehuda of the Israeli Defense Forces has cemented a legacy that will endure 
well past her lifetime. The young, decorated IDF Captain was in charge of a company of soldiers 
when they were violently attacked by nearly two dozen terrorists near the Egyptian border. 

Captain Ben-Yehuda was in charge of the Caracal Battalion which was stationed near the Israeli 
/ Egyptian border. Three suspicious vehicles quickly approached the battalion’s position and 
Captain Ben-Yehuda along with a driver went to check them out. 

As they approached the first vehicle, nearly two dozen armed men opened fire on their position 
in an ambush attack. Both Captain Ben-Yehuda and her driver were immediately shot in the 
volley of gunfire. 



Despite suffering from a gunshot wound, Captain Ben-Yehuda managed to get on the radio and 
call for backup, administer first aid to her driver and return several magazines worth of gunfire 
back at her attackers. 

At this point it was obvious the IDF was going to be able to push back the armed group, and 
medical personnel wanted to evacuate Captain Ben-Yehuda to treat her gunshot wounds. 
However, she was unwilling to leave the battlefield until all of the fighting was done. 

For her actions and bravery, Captain Ben-Yehuda was awarded Israel’s highest honor, the 
Medal of Valor. 

 

 
 
  
  



 
  
  
  
 


