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Heather Mac Donald writes on the new nationwide crime wave. With office holders 
like the president and the mayors of New York and Baltimore, we're quickly seeing 
the fruits of left/liberal ideas.  
The nation’s two-decades-long crime decline may be over. Gun violence in particular is spiraling 
upward in cities across America. In Baltimore, the most pressing question every morning is how 
many people were shot the previous night. Gun violence is up more than 60% compared with 
this time last year, according to Baltimore police, with 32 shootings over Memorial Day 
weekend. May has been the most violent month the city has seen in 15 years. 

In Milwaukee, homicides were up 180% by May 17 over the same period the previous year. 
Through April, shootings in St. Louis were up 39%, robberies 43%, and homicides 25%. “Crime 
is the worst I’ve ever seen it,” said St. Louis Alderman Joe Vacarro at a May 7 City Hall hearing.  

Murders in Atlanta were up 32% as of mid-May. Shootings in Chicago had increased 24% and 
homicides 17%. Shootings and other violent felonies in Los Angeles had spiked by 25%; in New 
York, murder was up nearly 13%, and gun violence 7%. 

Those citywide statistics from law-enforcement officials mask even more startling neighborhood-
level increases. Shooting incidents are up 500% in an East Harlem precinct compared with last 
year; in a South Central Los Angeles police division, shooting victims are up 100%.  

By contrast, the first six months of 2014 continued a 20-year pattern of growing public safety. 
Violent crime in the first half of last year dropped 4.6% nationally and property crime was down 
7.5%. Though comparable national figures for the first half of 2015 won’t be available for 
another year, the January through June 2014 crime decline is unlikely to be repeated. 

The most plausible explanation of the current surge in lawlessness is the intense agitation 
against American police departments over the past nine months. ... 

... Contrary to the claims of the “black lives matter” movement, no government policy in the past 
quarter century has done more for urban reclamation than proactive policing. Data-driven 
enforcement, in conjunction with stricter penalties for criminals and “broken windows” policing, 
has saved thousands of black lives, brought lawful commerce and jobs to once drug-infested 
neighborhoods and allowed millions to go about their daily lives without fear. 

To be sure, police officers need to treat everyone they encounter with courtesy and respect. Any 
fatal police shooting of an innocent person is a horrifying tragedy that police training must work 
incessantly to prevent. But unless the demonization of law enforcement ends, the liberating 
gains in urban safety over the past 20 years will be lost. 

  
  
While a lot of the increased crime comes from policies of foolish mayors, the US 
Justice Dept. also bears much of the responsibility according to Thomas Sowell.  
... The Department of Justice has threatened various local police departments with lawsuits 
unless they adopt the federal government's ideas about how police work should be done. 

The high cost of lawsuits virtually guarantees that the local police department is going to have to 
settle the case by bowing to the Justice Department's demands — not on the merits, but 



because the federal government has a lot more money than a local police department, and can 
litigate the case until the local police department runs out of the money needed to do their work. 

By and large, what the federal government imposes on local police departments may be 
summarized as kinder, gentler policing. This is not a new idea, nor an idea that has not been 
tested in practice. 

It was tested in New York under Mayor David Dinkins more than 20 years ago. The opposite 
approach was also tested when Dinkins was succeeded as mayor by Rudolph Giuliani, who 
imposed tough policing policies — which brought the murder rate down to a fraction of what it 
had been under Dinkins. 

Unfortunately, when some people experience years of safety, they assume that means that 
there are no dangers. That is why New York's current mayor is moving back in the direction of 
Mayor Dinkins. It is also the politically expedient thing to do. 

And innocent men, women and children — most of them black — will pay with their lives in New 
York, as they have in Baltimore and elsewhere. 

  
  
And the lawlessness also extends to many prosecutors says Kevin Williamson.  
The GOP should turn its attention to prosecutorial misconduct.  

As the old Vulcan proverb has it, “Only Nixon can go to China.” And only Nixon’s political heirs 
can fix the persistent — and terrifying — problems that continue to plague this country’s law-
enforcement agencies and prosecutors’ offices. 

Exhibit A: Orange County, California. 

The sunny Southern California county with a population surpassing that of nearly half the states 
has a Republican district attorney, Tony Rackauckas, and a big problem on its hands: Its entire 
prosecutorial apparatus — all 250 lawyers in the district attorney’s office — have been 
disqualified from participation in a high-profile capital-murder case following revelations that the 
office colluded with the Orange County sheriff’s department to systematically suppress 
potentially exculpatory evidence in at least three dozen cases, committing what legal scholars 
have characterized as perjury and obstruction of justice in the process. 

One of the questions involves a secret database of jail records related to confessions obtained 
via informants. Sheriff’s officers denied the database even existed, and their deception was 
abetted by prosecutors, leading an exasperated judge to issue an order noting that they “have 
either intentionally lied or willfully withheld material evidence from this court during the course of 
their various testimonies. For this court’s current purposes, one is as bad as the other.” The 
judge unsubtly recommends prosecution. ... 

  
  
WSJ OpEd on our country's betrayal of Iraqi friends.   
As the fight to retake Ramadi from Islamic State, also known as ISIS, heats up, I can’t help 
thinking of my visit to the capital of Iraq’s Anbar province nearly eight years ago, and of 
America’s broken promises since then. 



In September 2007, I was in Ramadi for a gathering of Iraqi and American military commanders, 
politicians and local tribal leaders who had joined forces with the U.S. to defeat al Qaeda in Iraq. 
Then-Sen. Joseph Biden was there. “These are difficult days,” he told our Iraqi allies. “But as 
you are proving, you can forge a future for Iraq that is much brighter than its past. If you 
continue, we will continue to send you our sons and our daughters, to shed their blood with you 
and for you.” 

It was a noble promise, and Iraqis believed it. The surge in U.S. forces and the “Anbar 
Awakening” had succeeded beyond all hopes. U.S. troops patrolled casually where just a few 
months before Marines couldn’t fight their way in. There as a journalist, I walked through one 
village east of Ramadi where an old vegetable vendor waved to me and said, a grandson 
smiling on his knee, “Thank you coalition.” 

  
  
Mark Steyn posts on this week's cover of the smug self-satisfied tiresome leftist New 
Yorker.  
The New Yorker cover at right has attracted a lot of comment. It shows Hillary Rodham Clinton 
outside the locker room trying to get in. But the locker room is full of white Republican males - 
Walker, Paul, Bush, Cruz, Rubio... Okay, the last couple are Hispanic, but let's not get hung up 
on details. And Bush identifies as Hispanic on voter registration forms, but let's not get hung up 
on the paperwork... 

But, in fact, the GOP has already let a female into the locker room - Carly Fiorina - plus a black 
guy - Ben Carson - and an Indian - Bobby Jindal. So nothing celebrates diversity like the locker 
room for the Republican primary debate: whites, blacks, browns, Hispanics, men, women, old, 
young... Over in the Dem locker room, there's hardly anybody in there, and the few that are all 
white, and old: Hillary, Bernie, Elizabeth Warren. 

By the way, is there a whiter cultural artifact than The New Yorker? Mark Ulriksen is the 
cartoonist, and a useful reminder of why I'll take the Charlie Hebdo crowd any day. He should 
do a picture of Ben Carson, Carly Fiorina and Bobby Jindal banging to get in the door of his 
outmoded Republican stereotype. 

Also by the way, I hate having to talk like this - to buy into the left's hideous civilization-sapping 
trope that identity politics is the only thing that matters: We've got two Hispanics; where's yours? 
Where's your Indian? Where's your transgender candidate? It's pathetic, but what can you do 
with an artist who thinks "provocation" means "pandering to the delusion of upscale white liberal 
solipsists"? ... 

  
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 



WSJ 
The New Nationwide Crime Wave 
The consequences of the ‘Ferguson effect’ are already appearing. The main victims of 
growing violence will be the inner-city poor.  
by Heather MacDonald 

The nation’s two-decades-long crime decline may be over. Gun violence in particular is spiraling 
upward in cities across America. In Baltimore, the most pressing question every morning is how 
many people were shot the previous night. Gun violence is up more than 60% compared with 
this time last year, according to Baltimore police, with 32 shootings over Memorial Day 
weekend. May has been the most violent month the city has seen in 15 years. 

In Milwaukee, homicides were up 180% by May 17 over the same period the previous year. 
Through April, shootings in St. Louis were up 39%, robberies 43%, and homicides 25%. “Crime 
is the worst I’ve ever seen it,” said St. Louis Alderman Joe Vacarro at a May 7 City Hall hearing.  

Murders in Atlanta were up 32% as of mid-May. Shootings in Chicago had increased 24% and 
homicides 17%. Shootings and other violent felonies in Los Angeles had spiked by 25%; in New 
York, murder was up nearly 13%, and gun violence 7%. 

Those citywide statistics from law-enforcement officials mask even more startling neighborhood-
level increases. Shooting incidents are up 500% in an East Harlem precinct compared with last 
year; in a South Central Los Angeles police division, shooting victims are up 100%.  

By contrast, the first six months of 2014 continued a 20-year pattern of growing public safety. 
Violent crime in the first half of last year dropped 4.6% nationally and property crime was down 
7.5%. Though comparable national figures for the first half of 2015 won’t be available for 
another year, the January through June 2014 crime decline is unlikely to be repeated. 

The most plausible explanation of the current surge in lawlessness is the intense agitation 
against American police departments over the past nine months. 

Since last summer, the airwaves have been dominated by suggestions that the police are the 
biggest threat facing young black males today. A handful of highly publicized deaths of unarmed 
black men, often following a resisted arrest—including Eric Garner in Staten Island, N.Y., in July 
2014, Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., in August 2014 and Freddie Gray in Baltimore last 
month—have led to riots, violent protests and attacks on the police. Murders of officers jumped 
89% in 2014, to 51 from 27.  

President Obama and Attorney General Eric Holder, before he stepped down last month, 
embraced the conceit that law enforcement in black communities is infected by bias. The news 
media pump out a seemingly constant stream of stories about alleged police mistreatment of 
blacks, with the reports often buttressed by cellphone videos that rarely capture the behavior 
that caused an officer to use force.  

Almost any police shooting of a black person, no matter how threatening the behavior that 
provoked the shooting, now provokes angry protests, like those that followed the death of 
Vonderrit Myers in St. Louis last October. The 18-year-old Myers, awaiting trial on gun and 
resisting-arrest charges, had fired three shots at an officer at close range. Arrests in black 
communities are even more fraught than usual, with hostile, jeering crowds pressing in on 
officers and spreading lies about the encounter.  



Acquittals of police officers for the use of deadly force against black suspects are now 
automatically presented as a miscarriage of justice. Proposals aimed at producing more cop 
convictions abound, but New York state seems especially enthusiastic about the idea.  

The state’s attorney general, Eric Schneiderman, wants to create a special state prosecutor 
dedicated solely to prosecuting cops who use lethal force. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
would appoint an independent monitor whenever a grand jury fails to indict an officer for 
homicide and there are “doubts” about the fairness of the proceeding (read: in every instance of 
a non-indictment); the governor could then turn over the case to a special prosecutor for a 
second grand jury proceeding.  

This incessant drumbeat against the police has resulted in what St. Louis police chief Sam 
Dotson last November called the “Ferguson effect.” Cops are disengaging from discretionary 
enforcement activity and the “criminal element is feeling empowered,” Mr. Dotson reported. 
Arrests in St. Louis city and county by that point had dropped a third since the shooting of 
Michael Brown in August. Not surprisingly, homicides in the city surged 47% by early November 
and robberies in the county were up 82%.  

Similar “Ferguson effects” are happening across the country as officers scale back on proactive 
policing under the onslaught of anti-cop rhetoric. Arrests in Baltimore were down 56% in May 
compared with 2014.  

“Any cop who uses his gun now has to worry about being indicted and losing his job and family,” 
a New York City officer tells me. “Everything has the potential to be recorded. A lot of cops feel 
that the climate for the next couple of years is going to be nonstop protests.” 

Police officers now second-guess themselves about the use of force. “Officers are trying to 
invent techniques on the spot for taking down resistant suspects that don’t look as bad as the 
techniques taught in the academy,” says Jim Dudley, who recently retired as deputy police chief 
in San Francisco. Officers complain that civilians don’t understand how hard it is to control 
someone resisting arrest. 

A New York City cop tells me that he was amazed to hear people scoffing that Ferguson police 
officer Darren Wilson, who killed Michael Brown, only looked a “little red” after Brown assaulted 
him and tried to grab his weapon: “Does an officer need to be unconscious before he can use 
force? If someone is willing to fight you, he’s also willing to take your gun and shoot you. You 
can’t lose a fight with a guy who has already put his hands on you because if you do, you will 
likely end up dead.”  

Milwaukee Police Chief Edward A. Flynn, discussing hostility toward the police, told me in an 
interview on Friday: “I’ve never seen anything like it. I’m guessing it will take five years to 
recover.”  

Even if officer morale were to miraculously rebound, policies are being put into place that will 
make it harder to keep crime down in the future. Those initiatives reflect the belief that any 
criminal-justice action that has a disparate impact on blacks is racially motivated.  

In New York, pedestrian stops—when the police question and sometimes frisk individuals 
engaged in suspicious behavior—have dropped nearly 95% from their 2011 high, thanks to 
litigation charging that the NYPD’s stop, question and frisk practices were racially biased. A 
judge agreed, and New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, upon taking office last year, did too, 



embracing the resulting judicial monitoring of the police department. It is no surprise that 
shootings are up in the city.  

Politicians and activists in New York and other cities have now taken aim at “broken windows” 
policing. This police strategy has shown remarkable success over the past two decades by 
targeting low-level public-order offenses, reducing the air of lawlessness in rough 
neighborhoods and getting criminals off the streets before they commit bigger crimes. 
Opponents of broken-windows policing somehow fail to notice that law-abiding residents of poor 
communities are among the strongest advocates for enforcing laws against public drinking, 
trespassing, drug sales and drug use, among other public-order laws.  

As attorney general, Eric Holder pressed the cause of ending “mass incarceration” on racial 
grounds; elected officials across the political spectrum have jumped on board. A 2014 California 
voter initiative has retroactively downgraded a range of property and drug felonies to 
misdemeanors, including forcible theft of guns, purses and laptops. More than 3,000 felons have 
already been released from California prisons, according to the Association of Deputy District 
Attorneys in Los Angeles County. Burglary, larceny and car theft have surged in the county, the 
association reports.  

“There are no real consequences for committing property crimes anymore,” Los Angeles Police 
Lt. Armando Munoz told Downtown News earlier this month, “and the criminals know this.” The 
Milwaukee district attorney, John Chisholm, is diverting many property and drug criminals to 
rehabilitation programs to reduce the number of blacks in Wisconsin prisons; critics see the rise 
in Milwaukee crime as one result. 

If these decriminalization and deincarceration policies backfire, the people most harmed will be 
their supposed beneficiaries: blacks, since they are disproportionately victimized by crime. The 
black death-by-homicide rate is six times higher than that of whites and Hispanics combined. 
The killers of those black homicide victims are overwhelmingly other black civilians, not the 
police. The police could end all use of lethal force tomorrow and it would have at most a 
negligible impact on the black death rate. In any case, the strongest predictor of whether a 
police officer uses force is whether a suspect resists arrest, not the suspect’s race. 

Contrary to the claims of the “black lives matter” movement, no government policy in the past 
quarter century has done more for urban reclamation than proactive policing. Data-driven 
enforcement, in conjunction with stricter penalties for criminals and “broken windows” policing, 
has saved thousands of black lives, brought lawful commerce and jobs to once drug-infested 
neighborhoods and allowed millions to go about their daily lives without fear. 

To be sure, police officers need to treat everyone they encounter with courtesy and respect. Any 
fatal police shooting of an innocent person is a horrifying tragedy that police training must work 
incessantly to prevent. But unless the demonization of law enforcement ends, the liberating 
gains in urban safety over the past 20 years will be lost.  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Jewish World Review 
Paying the Price 
by Thomas Sowell 

Baltimore is now paying the price for irresponsible words and actions, not only by young thugs in 
the streets, but also by its mayor and the state prosecutor, both of whom threw the police to the 
wolves, in order to curry favor with local voters. 

Now murders in Baltimore in May have been more than double what they were in May last year, 
and higher than in any May in the past 15 years. Meanwhile, the number of arrests is down by 
more than 50 percent. 

Various other communities across the country are experiencing very similar explosions of crime 
and reductions of arrests, in the wake of anti-police mob rampages from coast to coast that the 
media sanitize as "protests." 

None of this should be surprising. In her carefully researched 2010 book, "Are Cops Racist?" 
Heather Mac Donald pointed out that, after anti-police campaigns, cops tended to do less 
policing and criminals tended to commit more crimes. 

If all this has been known for years, why do the same mistakes keep getting made? 

Mainly because it is not a mistake for those people who are looking out for their own political 
careers. Critics who accuse the mayor of Baltimore and the Maryland prosecutor of 
incompetence, for their irresponsible words and actions, are ignoring the possibility that these 
two elected officials are protecting and promoting their own chances of remaining in office or of 
moving on up to higher offices. 

Racial demagoguery gains votes for politicians, money for race hustling lawyers and a 
combination of money, power and notoriety for armies of professional activists, ideologues and 
shakedown artists. 

So let's not be so quick to say that people are incompetent when they say things that make no 
sense to us. Attacking the police makes sense in terms of politicians' personal interests, and 
often in terms of the media's personal interests or ideological leanings, even if what they say 
bears little or no resemblance to the facts. 

Of course, all these benefits have costs. There is no free lunch. But the costs are paid by others, 
including men, women and children who are paying with their lives in ghettos around the 
country, as politicians think of ever more ways they can restrict or scapegoat the police. 

The Obama administration's Department of Justice has been leading the charge, when it comes 
to presuming the police to be guilty — not only until proven innocent, but even after grand juries 
have gone over all the facts and acquitted the police. 

Not only Attorney General Holder, but President Obama himself, has repeatedly come out with 
public statements against the police in racial cases, long before the full facts were known. Nor 
have they confined their intervention to inflammatory words. 

The Department of Justice has threatened various local police departments with lawsuits unless 
they adopt the federal government's ideas about how police work should be done. 



The high cost of lawsuits virtually guarantees that the local police department is going to have to 
settle the case by bowing to the Justice Department's demands — not on the merits, but 
because the federal government has a lot more money than a local police department, and can 
litigate the case until the local police department runs out of the money needed to do their work. 

By and large, what the federal government imposes on local police departments may be 
summarized as kinder, gentler policing. This is not a new idea, nor an idea that has not been 
tested in practice. 

It was tested in New York under Mayor David Dinkins more than 20 years ago. The opposite 
approach was also tested when Dinkins was succeeded as mayor by Rudolph Giuliani, who 
imposed tough policing policies — which brought the murder rate down to a fraction of what it 
had been under Dinkins. 

Unfortunately, when some people experience years of safety, they assume that means that 
there are no dangers. That is why New York's current mayor is moving back in the direction of 
Mayor Dinkins. It is also the politically expedient thing to do. 

And innocent men, women and children — most of them black — will pay with their lives in New 
York, as they have in Baltimore and elsewhere. 

  
  
National Review 
When District Attorneys Attack 
by Kevin Williamson 
  
The GOP should turn its attention to prosecutorial misconduct.  

As the old Vulcan proverb has it, “Only Nixon can go to China.” And only Nixon’s political heirs 
can fix the persistent — and terrifying — problems that continue to plague this country’s law-
enforcement agencies and prosecutors’ offices. 

Exhibit A: Orange County, California. 

The sunny Southern California county with a population surpassing that of nearly half the states 
has a Republican district attorney, Tony Rackauckas, and a big problem on its hands: Its entire 
prosecutorial apparatus — all 250 lawyers in the district attorney’s office — have been 
disqualified from participation in a high-profile capital-murder case following revelations that the 
office colluded with the Orange County sheriff’s department to systematically suppress 
potentially exculpatory evidence in at least three dozen cases, committing what legal scholars 
have characterized as perjury and obstruction of justice in the process. 

One of the questions involves a secret database of jail records related to confessions obtained 
via informants. Sheriff’s officers denied the database even existed, and their deception was 
abetted by prosecutors, leading an exasperated judge to issue an order noting that they “have 
either intentionally lied or willfully withheld material evidence from this court during the course of 
their various testimonies. For this court’s current purposes, one is as bad as the other.” The 
judge unsubtly recommends prosecution. 



The database tracking inmates’ movements around the jail and the reason for those movements 
is significant, because Orange County law enforcement and prosecutors were in the habit of 
placing targeted suspects in proximity to criminal informants, who were rewarded with reduced 
sentences, favors, or money — payments in some instances ran into the six figures — for 
helping put together cases against jailed suspects. This practice is illegal. It is one thing if a 
suspect in custody speaks about his crimes and an informant comes forward to report that 
confession; it is another thing to operate a program under which the interrogation of suspects is 
effectively delegated to incarcerated felons who are secretly on the county’s payroll. The lack of 
present legal counsel is only the beginning of what is wrong with that practice. 

To operate such a program is ipso facto a violation of the law and of ethical standards for jailers 
and prosecutors both. To lie about it is a serious crime. It may turn out to be a lucky thing after 
all that these defective prosecutions will probably open up a great many jail cells: Orange 
County is going to have to put these sheriff’s officers and prosecutors somewhere. 

The despair-inducing details of the case can be located in the pages of OC Weekly, but the 
climax so far is this: 

Superior Court Judge Thomas M. Goethals made an unprecedented, historic move after 
announcing he’d lost confidence in Orange County homicide and gang prosecutors to obey 
simple legal rules of conduct. Goethals, a onetime prosecutor and campaign contributor to the 
DA, recused Rackauckas and his entire staff from People v. Scott Dekraai, the capital case 
stemming from the 2011 Seal Beach salon massacre. 

What this means is that the prosecutors’ office is, in effect, an example of that other O.C.: 
organized crime. 

A secret cache of electronic records containing information that is potentially embarrassing to 
political figures, and the criminal handling of that database, is of course an all-too-familiar story 
to those of us who have been following the saga of Hillary Rodham Clinton’s e-mails, which 
were originally in digital form, were converted into paper printouts, and are now in the process of 
being redigitized before they are handed over to investigators, a process that only the naïve 
would believe exists for any purpose other than tampering with the evidence. The Orange 
County authorities had been using their database, called TRED, for a quarter of a century. 
Prosecutors were aware of it, and the sheriff’s officers who testified before Judge Goethals had 
made thousands of entries in it. Yet they could not quite recall its existence when honor, duty, 
and the law obliged them to do so. 

This is not a one-off. Prosecutorial misconduct is a plague upon these United States, from the 
vodka-pickled Democratic political jihadists in Austin to California, where judges complain of an 
“epidemic” of prosecutorial misconduct abetted by Democratic attorney general Kamala Harris, 
who is seeking to replace retiring Barbara Boxer in the Senate. 

The Democrats have long been acculturated to the climate of corruption that attends 
government agencies that are largely free of ordinary accountability, where a carefully cultivated 
lack of transparency shields operatives from scrutiny and normal oversight. Republicans can 
rouse themselves to action, if only barely, when this involves the federal Internal Revenue 
Service or Environmental Protection Agency. But deference to police agencies and prosecutors 
is so habitual among the members of the law-and-order party that they instinctively look for 
excuses when presented with obvious examples of police misconduct, and twiddle their thumbs 
in the 99 percent of cases of prosecutorial misconduct that do not involve a Republican elected 
official. 



But only the Republican party has the credibility and the political capital to take on the difficult 
and sure-to-be-thankless task of reining in rogue police agencies and abusive prosecutors — 
and they may as well take a look at our scandalous prisons while they are at it. Some 
Republican leaders, notably Texas’s former governor Rick Perry, have been active and 
energetic partisans of reform, largely under the banner of the excellent Right on Crime 
campaign. But this is not really a job for presidents or even governors: This is a job for mayors, 
city councilmen, district attorneys, sheriffs, and police chiefs. In the bigger cities, Republicans 
are thin indeed in those ranks. But that is not the case in Orange County. In Orange County, 
Republicans have no excuse. 

Democrats may have ruined Detroit, Baltimore, Cleveland, etc., and they are well on their way 
toward doing the same thing to Los Angeles, Philadelphia, New York, etc. If Republicans want 
to show that they can do better, then fixing the mess in Orange County, a community more 
populous than Chicago, would be an excellent place to start. 

  
  
WSJ 
My Iraqi Friend and the Obama Betrayal 
When Islamic State began its murderous attack on Ramadi, I thought of Ismail and 
worried for his safety. 
Mario Loyola  

As the fight to retake Ramadi from Islamic State, also known as ISIS, heats up, I can’t help 
thinking of my visit to the capital of Iraq’s Anbar province nearly eight years ago, and of 
America’s broken promises since then. 

In September 2007, I was in Ramadi for a gathering of Iraqi and American military commanders, 
politicians and local tribal leaders who had joined forces with the U.S. to defeat al Qaeda in Iraq. 
Then-Sen. Joseph Biden was there. “These are difficult days,” he told our Iraqi allies. “But as 
you are proving, you can forge a future for Iraq that is much brighter than its past. If you 
continue, we will continue to send you our sons and our daughters, to shed their blood with you 
and for you.” 

It was a noble promise, and Iraqis believed it. The surge in U.S. forces and the “Anbar 
Awakening” had succeeded beyond all hopes. U.S. troops patrolled casually where just a few 
months before Marines couldn’t fight their way in. There as a journalist, I walked through one 
village east of Ramadi where an old vegetable vendor waved to me and said, a grandson 
smiling on his knee, “Thank you coalition.” 

In Ramadi I met an Iraqi police lieutenant who was earnestly pro-American, and who kept 
talking about the need for “honest leadership” in the local police stations. The police lieutenant 
(I’ll call him Ismail, for his protection) was hopeful, if also wary. He mistrusted some of his fellow 
police and was afraid that al Qaeda might return if U.S. forces left too soon.  

He explained to me that the Anbar Awakening started in September 2006, when al Qaeda 
murdered two of Ramadi’s most important sheiks. Local tribes rebelled against al Qaeda and 
were soon joined by others. They took up arms alongside surging U.S. forces in early 2007 and 
together they eradicated al Qaeda from Anbar province.  



By the end of 2008, the U.S. and its allies had done the hard work of building a political coalition 
of Iraqi parties committed to reconciliation and to a long-term alliance with the U.S. I lost touch 
with Ismail after that, and had every reason to believe he was well. 

Then came President Obama, and the end of the fragile reconciliation process in Iraq. At the 
end of 2011, he withdrew all U.S. forces, ignoring the advice of commanders on the ground and 
the private pleas of senior Iraqi leaders.  

Things fell apart quickly after that. Suicide bombings, a trademark of Sunni terrorism, returned, 
as did the reprisals of Iranian-backed militias. Not surprisingly, Shiite-dominated Iran filled the 
vacuum created by the U.S. departure and ISIS fighters poured in from Syria.  

When ISIS began its siege on Ramadi in April, slaughtering innocents and creating tens of 
thousands of refugees, I thought of Ismail and worried for his safety. Soon after that, he reached 
out to me. The good news: He was alive. The bad news: everything else. 

Now a police captain, Ismail had moved back to his hometown of Rawa, north of Ramadi. When 
Rawa fell to ISIS last summer he was put under house arrest. Yet with his cellphone he took the 
risk of providing intelligence on ISIS locations to a friend in the Iraqi air force. In early March, he 
decided to flee to Baghdad. But because ISIS controls so many roads and highways, he was 
forced to travel through the heavily Shiite city of Karbala, where he was promptly arrested on 
suspicion of ties to ISIS, simply because he’s Sunni.  

The local police in Karbala do the bidding of the Shiite militias, one of whom—an Iranian—
interrogated and beat him. He was held for two months in a filthy jail so crowded that inmates 
were forced to lie on their sides. Luckily, a former colleague in Ramadi, before it fell to ISIS, 
verified his identity. After two months, he was released.  

“I fought for my country,” Ismail says, “and this is how they repay me.” He is now in Baghdad, in 
ill health, sleeping at an uncle’s house, afraid of being arrested again. “I am almost homeless,” 
he says. “I want to become a refugee in any country.” 

Sadly, Ismail isn’t alone. President Obama’s 2011 abandonment of Iraq was a betrayal of 
America’s promises to millions of Iraqi men, women and children. The ISIS victories, and the 
horrors that follow them, are a direct result of that betrayal. As Ismail said to me: “They shouldn’t 
leave us like that.” 

Mr. Loyola, a former counsel for foreign and defense policy to the U.S. Senate Republican 
Policy Committee, was an embedded journalist with U.S. forces in Iraq in the summer of 2007.  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Steyn on Line 
The Dull Thud of a New Yorker Towel Snap 
by Mark Steyn 
  

 

The New Yorker cover above has attracted a lot of comment. It shows Hillary Rodham Clinton 
outside the locker room trying to get in. But the locker room is full of white Republican males - 
Walker, Paul, Bush, Cruz, Rubio... Okay, the last couple are Hispanic, but let's not get hung up 
on details. And Bush identifies as Hispanic on voter registration forms, but let's not get hung up 
on the paperwork... 

But, in fact, the GOP has already let a female into the locker room - Carly Fiorina - plus a black 
guy - Ben Carson - and an Indian - Bobby Jindal. So nothing celebrates diversity like the locker 
room for the Republican primary debate: whites, blacks, browns, Hispanics, men, women, old, 
young... Over in the Dem locker room, there's hardly anybody in there, and the few that are all 
white, and old: Hillary, Bernie, Elizabeth Warren. 

By the way, is there a whiter cultural artifact than The New Yorker? Mark Ulriksen is the 
cartoonist, and a useful reminder of why I'll take the Charlie Hebdo crowd any day. He should 
do a picture of Ben Carson, Carly Fiorina and Bobby Jindal banging to get in the door of his 
outmoded Republican stereotype. 



Also by the way, I hate having to talk like this - to buy into the left's hideous civilization-sapping 
trope that identity politics is the only thing that matters: We've got two Hispanics; where's yours? 
Where's your Indian? Where's your transgender candidate? It's pathetic, but what can you do 
with an artist who thinks "provocation" means "pandering to the delusion of upscale white liberal 
solipsists"? 

And isn't the big problem with the picture is that it's the wrong way round? I mean, Hillary's in the 
room, isn't she? Hermetically sealed off from voters and reporters and competing candidates. 
And it's not any old locker room, but the A-list power-players' locker room: There's Hillary, and 
Bill, and Chelsea, and tireless Clinton Foundation charity worker Sid Blumenthal; and Hillary's 
brothers Tony and Hugh, who got into a spot of bother over a hazelnut scam in the Caucasus 
(not a phrase one often has cause to type) but it's all been smoothed over and, during their 
brother-in-law's tenure as Haitian earthquake-relief honcho, they wound up on the advisory 
board of some Haitian gold-mining venture; and that FIFA guy Septic Bladder whose corrupt 
and criminal organization is a Clinton donor; and the corrupt and murderous Government of 
Qatar, who are also Clinton donors; and high-flying paedo Jeffrey Epstein, who likes to offer Bill 
a ride on the Lolita Express, where the stewardesses take off more than the plane; and a couple 
of Kazakh warlords, and Russian oligarchs fronting for Putin, and Saudi princes, but only the 
real heavyweights, none of your distant cousins... 

What are the chances of poor old Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders busting into that room 
and having a real primary? 

Yeah, right. Is that Hillary I hear through the door doing her amusing southern accent for the 
benefit of the Kazakhs while Tony passes the bowl of hazelnuts? 

~Maybe the best explanation of Mark Ulriiksen's all-male locker room is that it's meant to be the 
local bathhouse. Several folks have asked me to comment on the decline of National Review as 
represented by their 5,500-word cover story in support of gay marriage, which, with their usual 
impeccable timing, they published the day before the launch of their spring fundraiser asking 
loyal readers to pony up to keep this bastion of principled conservatism standing athwart history. 

I generally don't comment on publications to which I used to contribute, because it's best just to 
move on. But I confess I did get a mordant chuckle out of Kathy Shaidle's take. As she likes to 
say, we're gonna need more KY for that slippery slope. 

~I'm not usually envious of other people's book titles, but I did feel a stab of regret when I saw 
that Ann Coulter's new release is called, brilliantly, Adios, America! That would have made a 
great trilogy-completer for America Alone and After America. I also liked her subtitle "The Left's 
Plan to Turn Our Country into a Third-World Hellhole", until I reflected for three seconds or so 
and remembered it's "The Left's and Seven-Eighths of the Right's Plan to Turn Our Country into 
a Third-World Hellhole". See these immigration policy scorecards. That all-white GOP locker-
room evidently needs a lot of towel boys. It's not just Jeb with his wacky plans to save Detroit by 
making it part of the ummah. 

Unlike the wimps at ABC, CBS and NBC, Jorge Ramos of Fusion TV is actually willing to have 
Miss Coulter on his show, and she was on splendid form, starting with her advice to Americans: 
"If you don't want to get killed by ISIS, don't go to Syria. If you don't want to get killed by 
Mexicans, I can't help you." She continued: 

I think there are cultures that are obviously deficient and if they weren't deficient you wouldn't be 
sitting in America interviewing me. I'd be sitting in Mexico. You fled that culture because... there 



are a lot of problems with that culture. Hopefully, it can be changed. But we can share our 
culture with other nations without bringing all of their people here. When you bring those people 
here you bring those cultures here. That includes honor killings, it includes uncles raping their 
nieces, it includes not paying your taxes, it includes paying bribes to government officials. That 
isn't our culture. You can see the successful cultures in the world that have been studied ad 
infinitum. America is about, it is the best in the world and we are about to lose it. And, everyone 
who lives here is going to lose that. 

She's right. You're gonna lose it. Culture trumps economics - every time. So, absent 
assimilationist incentives everyone's too squeamish to apply, a country that grows more Latin-
American demographically will trend more Latin-American culturally, too. America's not alone, of 
course. The entire western world has chosen to commit immigration-assisted suicide as some 
kind of civilizational penance for imperialism, or racism, or just being so culturally insensitive as 
to build the parts of the planet that function. In Europe and Canada, they're ceding their turf to 
Islam. In the United States, they've chosen Latin America. So fewer clitoridectomies. 

Without cultural continuity, a country is just real estate. Just across the Iraq border, where I 
stood 12 years ago, is the town of Mari. It's in Eastern Syria now, but it was once the furthest 
outpost of the Kingdom of Hammurabi, the guy who cooked up the first legal code. It's currently 
being destroyed by jihadist loons. What value do Hammurabi and his pre-Islamic laws have to 
ISIS? The past has no meaning, because it's someone else's past. 

In a mid-21st century America that's imported millions more low-skilled Latin-American peasants 
on the transformative scale Democrats and most Republicans accept, why should the Founding 
Fathers be any more relevant than Hammurabi is to the Islamic State? 

  
  
  

 
  



  

 
  
  

 
  



 
  
  
  
 


