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Smithsonian Magazine reports the creation of new antibiotics that can kill drug 
resistant bacteria.  
Antibiotics are trusted weapons against many types of bacterial disease, but growing resistance to 
the drugs is a major problem. “Pathogens are acquiring resistance faster than we can introduce 
new antibiotics, and this is causing a human health crisis,” says biochemist Kim Lewis of 
Northeastern University. 

Lewis is part of a team that recently unveiled a promising antibiotic, born from a new way to tap the 
powers of soil microorganisms. In animal tests, teixobactin proved effective at killing off a wide 
variety of disease-causing bacteria—even those that have developed immunity to other drugs. The 
scientists' best efforts to create mutant bacteria with resistance to the drug failed, meaning 
teixobactin could function effectively for decades before pathogens naturally evolve resistance to it. 

The 20th century's “antibiotic era” introduced a widely successful, targeted effort against disease-
causing bacteria. Drugs like penicillin and streptomycin became household names, and millions of 
people benefited from them. 

But widespread use—and misuse, such as patients not taking the drugs properly—meant that 
bacteria began working overtime to develop resistance to antibiotics. ... 

  
  
Jonathan Tobin posts on the Romney/Bush race for the 2016 GOP nod.  
... So where does that leave the GOP? 

Having Romney and Bush both in the race will make it harder for anyone else to run in the hidden 
establishment primary, meaning that a Chris Christie candidacy is looking like even more of a long 
shot than it did a few weeks ago. It also ought to encourage conservatives to jump in since it will 
mean there will be no repeat of the 2008 and 2012 races where a single well-funded moderate was 
able to overwhelm a split conservative faction. The presence of Romney makes the race even 
more unpredictable and should tempt figures like Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, who combines 
Tea Party support with stands that endear him to the establishment to think that perhaps 2016 will 
be a year in which a non-establishment candidate who is not considered a bomb-thrower can win. 

But most of all, the entry of Romney into the race will mean a tremendous struggle for the hearts 
and minds of the GOP center. Having gotten in first and with his family’s network behind him as 
well as having the support of many other establishment types, Bush must be considered as having 
the edge until proven otherwise. But he must also worry that the two will ultimately knock each 
other off and let someone new, whether or not they are more electable, have a chance. 

  
  
Speaking of Walker, Nate Cohn of the NY Times thinks he would be a promising 
candidate. It's a scary thing when we agree with the Times.   
Jeb Bush had a good month. He struck first in the invisible primary — the behind-the-scenes 
competition for the support of donors, officials and operatives. And for all of the talk about the 
depth of the Republican field, the opposition to Mr. Bush remains unclear and underwhelming. 



That is in part because many of the high-profile potential Republican contenders — like Ted Cruz, 
Chris Christie and Rand Paul — are factional and flawed candidates with tough routes to the 
party’s nomination. 

Nonetheless, there will be demand for an alternative to Mr. Bush, even from within the so-called 
Republican establishment. Since Friday, attention has focused on Mitt Romney, who said in a 
meeting of top advisers and donors that he was considering a third run. 

But the more compelling challenger may be Scott Walker, the battle-hardened governor of 
Wisconsin. He has made moves toward running, and on paper, he’s the type of candidate who 
should deeply concern Mr. Bush. 

Unlike the flawed but better-known conservatives, Mr. Walker has the potential to have broad 
appeal throughout the Republican Party. Mr. Walker, born in Colorado Springs, is an evangelical 
Christian who defeated public employee unions in a high-profile battle over collective bargaining 
rights and who made big budget cuts in a state that has voted for Democrats in seven consecutive 
presidential elections. ... 

  
  
Seth Mandel outlines how de Blasio got crossways with the police.  
Bill de Blasio has just completed his first year in office, but his press clips are starting to make him 
sound like a lame duck. Today’s New York Times story on de Blasio’s deteriorating relationship 
with the police is based on “dozens of interviews in recent weeks” with police officers and “senior 
police leadership.” But in a classic sign of a political team already looking to shift blame, the most 
damaging anecdote is the one that begins the story, and it clearly signals discomfort within the 
mayor’s team. 

The story is headlined “In Police Rift, Mayor de Blasio’s Missteps Included Thinking It Would 
Pass,” which really does sum up the in-depth piece quite well. But it also signifies a sense of 
frustration from those around the mayor that too many of his errors are unforced, and that his lack 
of focus is materially damaging the administration’s image. Here is how the story opens: 

Not long after Mayor Bill de Blasio sat beside the Rev. Al Sharpton at a July summit meeting on 
police reform, a political adviser gave the mayor a blunt assessment: You have a problem with the 
cops. 

Rank-and-file officers felt disrespected by the mayor, the adviser explained, and were dismayed to 
see Mr. Sharpton, a longtime critic of the New York Police Department, embraced at City Hall. 

But Mr. de Blasio, a Democrat, rejected the notion that officers disliked him. His message, the 
adviser later recalled, was clear: Everything was under control. 

Everything was not under control, ... 

  
  
PJ O'Rourke thinks we should let fraternities run the country.  
Everyone hates fraternities, and everyone hates Congress. Perhaps we’d be better off if they just 
switched places.  



Sixty-four “freshman” U.S. senators and representative were sworn in this week. And “Spring 
Rush” is beginning at many universities. 

College fraternity houses have come under a lot of criticism lately. So have the houses of 
congress. Perhaps the two sets of institutions should switch places. Road trip! 

(And who wouldn’t like to see 64 congressmen paddled during Hell Week?) 

Certainly legislation in Washington would be more interesting with fraternities in charge—“H.R. 
4932 Keg Stand on the Supreme Court Act of 2015.” Everybody running around Capital Hill, drunk 
as all hell, and keeping lookout as Antonin Scalia vomits behind a dumpster. 

Plus campus behavior would be more decorous—“Nancy Pelosi Gone Wild” won’t be the kind of 
thing people order on Pay Per View. ... 

  
  
Andrew Malcolm with late night.  
Conan: Obama is doing a speaking tour to preview his State of the Union. Pretty exciting— Obama 
rushes out on stage and shouts, “ARE YOU READY FOR SOME STUFF THAT’S NEVER GOING 
TO HAPPEN?”  

Fallon: Harry Reid is recovering after his exercise resistance band snapped, causing him to fall. 
The good news is he's fine. The bad news is there's no video. 

Conan: Bill Gates has released a video of himself drinking water filtered from human excrement. 
No word yet on whether Gates got into the fraternity

 

Smithsonian Magazine 
A New Antibiotic Found in Dirt Can Kill Drug-Resistant Bacteria 
Tests in mice show that the new drug works against numerous nasty diseases and should 
stay viable for decades 
by Brian Handwerk  

Antibiotics are trusted weapons against many types of bacterial disease, but growing resistance to 
the drugs is a major problem. “Pathogens are acquiring resistance faster than we can introduce 
new antibiotics, and this is causing a human health crisis,” says biochemist Kim Lewis of 
Northeastern University. 

Lewis is part of a team that recently unveiled a promising antibiotic, born from a new way to tap the 
powers of soil microorganisms. In animal tests, teixobactin proved effective at killing off a wide 
variety of disease-causing bacteria—even those that have developed immunity to other drugs. The 
scientists' best efforts to create mutant bacteria with resistance to the drug failed, meaning 
teixobactin could function effectively for decades before pathogens naturally evolve resistance to it. 

The 20th century's “antibiotic era” introduced a widely successful, targeted effort against disease-
causing bacteria. Drugs like penicillin and streptomycin became household names, and millions of 
people benefited from them. 



But widespread use—and misuse, such as patients not taking the drugs properly—meant that 
bacteria began working overtime to develop resistance to antibiotics. Now some pathogens, 
including some strains of tuberculosis, are resistant to all available antibiotics. Because resistance 
can evolve quickly, the high costs of drug development aren't seen as having long-term value, and 
fewer new antibiotics are reaching the market. 

Part of the problem has been trouble growing the most promising candidates in the lab. Natural 
microbial substances from soil bacteria and fungi have been at the root of most antibiotic drug 
development during the past century. But only about one percent of these organisms can be grown 
in a lab. The rest, in staggering numbers, have remained uncultured and of limited use to medical 
science, until now. 

Lewis and his team decided on a different approach. “Instead of trying to figure out the ideal 
conditions for each and every one of the millions of organisms out there in the environment, to 
allow them to grow in the lab, we simply grow them in their natural environment where they already 
have the conditions they need for growth,” he says. 

To do this, the team designed a gadget that sandwiches a soil sample between two membranes, 
each perforated with pores that allow molecules like nutrients to diffuse through but don't allow the 
passage of cells. “We just use it to trick the bacteria into thinking that they are in their natural 
environment,” Lewis says. 

The team isolated 10,000 strains of uncultured soil bacteria and prepared extracts from them that 
could be tested against nasty pathogenic bacteria. Teixobactin emerged as the most promising 
drug. Mice infected with bacteria that cause upper respiratory tract infections (including S. aureus 
or Streptococcus pneumoniae) were treated with teixobactin, and the drug knocked out the 
infections with no noticeable toxic effects. 

It's likely teixobactin is effective because of the way it targets disease: The drug breaks down 
bacterial cell walls by attacking the lipid molecules that the cell creates organically. Many other 
antibiotics target the bacteria's proteins, and the genes that encode those proteins can mutate to 
produce different structures. That means the drug's attack isn't always effective, so some hardy 
bacteria may survive to eventually help build a resistant strain. 

One existing antibiotic that also targets lipid cell-wall precursors, vancomycin, worked effectively 
for nearly 40 years before bacteria developed resistance. The new compound is considerably 
better protected from resistance than vancomycin, so it may have a very long run of effectiveness, 
the team reports today in the journal Nature.   

Today teixobactin can cure mice of infection, which is a good start, and the drug is perhaps two 
years away from beginning the clinical tests that could eventually lead to approval for human 
treatment. And promising as it may be, teixobactin represents just the tip of the iceberg, Lewis 
says. Who knows what may be found among the many millions of uncultured soil bacteria species? 

“It's a tremendous source of new antibiotic compounds,” Lewis says. “You could imagine all kinds 
of compounds that could be there and could do all kinds of things. Even apart from antibiotics the 
compounds you get from soil microorganisms have also been used to develop anti-cancer drugs, 
immunosuppressants and anti-inflammatories. So really, these bacteria are very good at making 
antibiotics, but there are definitely many other therapeutics that they can make as well.”  

  
  



  
Contentions 
Mitt and Jeb Are Right About Each Other 
by Jonathan S. Tobin 

Much to the surprise of those who thought Mitt Romney was done with presidential politics after 
failing to defeat Barack Obama’s bid for reelection, the 2012 Republican nominee is indicating that 
he is running again. Last Friday’s announcement to supporters that he is seriously considering 
jumping into the fray for 2016 was necessitated by Jeb Bush’s recent announcement. Any further 
delay would have been fatal to his hopes as Bush is rapidly working to secure the support of major 
financial donors from the party’s establishment faction who might otherwise be expected to give to 
Romney. This will alter the course of the battle for the nomination, but what we need to unpack 
today is the rationale for each candidate and the nature of the critiques these two not dissimilar 
heavyweight contenders are making of each other. What many Republicans who are sympathetic 
to both men must admit is that they are both right about each other. 

If reports about Romney’s statements to his past and perhaps future backers are true, the former 
Massachusetts governor thinks Bush isn’t the right candidate to defeat Hillary Clinton and the 
Democrats in 2016. Romney believes that it is foolish for the GOP to ask Americans to vote a third 
member of the same immediate family into the White House within a span of three decades 
especially after the way George W. Bush limped out of the presidency in January 2009 in the wake 
of the Iraq War and a financial collapse. Though there is no indication that he has any personal 
dislike for Jeb or any of the Bush clan, he also seems to think Jeb faces the same liability for his 
participation in the investment world. The Romney camp believes Bush faces severe challenges in 
his quest for the nomination because of his support for the Common Core education program and 
his more liberal approach to immigration reform. 

Even more to the point, Romney may believe any Republican who runs against the base, as Bush 
has seemed to signal that he will do, is not likely to be able to beat back the challenge from Tea 
Party and other conservative contenders that would be less electable in November. 

But those criticisms are matched by Bush’s thinking about a third try by Romney for the White 
House. Jeb and his backers see another Romney candidacy as exactly what the party doesn’t 
need. Romney had his chance and failed, in no small measure because he was a poor retail 
politician who lacked the ability to tell his own very good story convincingly or to defend himself 
against smears about his business career. Indeed, Bush’s early steps taken toward the 
nomination—including resignation from corporate boards, the massive early release of his emails 
while governor, and ten years of tax returns—indicate that he has studied Romney’s campaign 
closely and has no intention of making the same mistakes. He also believes that Romney’s 
pandering to the party base during the primaries helped sew the seeds of his defeat in November, 
leading him to think that the only path to victory for Republicans lies in nominating someone with a 
strong conservative record who is nevertheless willing to take centrist stands. 

These are strong arguments, but the problem for Republicans listening to their respective appeals 
is that both men are right. 

Romney understands all too well the difficulty of trying to arouse the base if is convinced the 
party’s candidate doesn’t represent their views. The assumption that the establishment candidate 
always wins in the end may be unfounded in 2016 when a far more formidable array of 
conservatives will be running. And though the reputation of George W. Bush has risen 
considerably during the six miserable years of the Obama presidency, he’s also not wrong to 



assert that there is something profoundly unsettling about the GOP embracing a political dynasty 
of this sort. If the Democrats are, as seems almost certain, going to nominate a Clinton, the 
Republicans’ best opportunity should be with a talented and fresh face, not another Bush, albeit 
one that is as talented and serious as Jeb. Though his name is famous, we also don’t know how 
well Jeb will do under the pressures of a presidential campaign since he has never personally 
done it before. 

Nor is it clear that even Bush’s attempts to forestall or pre-empt a Democrat assault on his 
character will succeed since that party’s attack machine will be primed and ready to smear no 
matter what he does to prevent it. Having already been thoroughly slimed by the Obama reelection 
campaign, it is possible to argue that Romney won’t be as badly hurt by another round of low 
blows. Indeed, having lost gamely while battling long odds and making assertions that were 
subsequently proven to be true, Romney may start out the race with a degree of sympathy from 
the mainstream media accorded no other Republican (even if it is likely that those good feelings 
will disappear once it’s clear he is running again). 

But Bush is also right that another Romney run is unlikely to yield a better result than the last 
attempt. Bush may not be the freshest face on the Republican bench, but it is surely fresher than 
that of a man making his third run for the presidency. Presidential fever is something that few 
politicians get over and Romney’s decision to run seems motivated as much by ambition as any 
genuine belief that no other Republican can win. Even if he has absorbed some of the lessons of 
his defeat, no amount of analysis can fix Romney’s basic defects as a candidate. We all know he is 
a very good man but it requires a considerable suspension of disbelief to think that he will be a 
better or wiser candidate in 2016 than he was in 2012 or 2008. 

So where does that leave the GOP? 

Having Romney and Bush both in the race will make it harder for anyone else to run in the hidden 
establishment primary, meaning that a Chris Christie candidacy is looking like even more of a long 
shot than it did a few weeks ago. It also ought to encourage conservatives to jump in since it will 
mean there will be no repeat of the 2008 and 2012 races where a single well-funded moderate was 
able to overwhelm a split conservative faction. The presence of Romney makes the race even 
more unpredictable and should tempt figures like Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, who combines 
Tea Party support with stands that endear him to the establishment to think that perhaps 2016 will 
be a year in which a non-establishment candidate who is not considered a bomb-thrower can win. 

But most of all, the entry of Romney into the race will mean a tremendous struggle for the hearts 
and minds of the GOP center. Having gotten in first and with his family’s network behind him as 
well as having the support of many other establishment types, Bush must be considered as having 
the edge until proven otherwise. But he must also worry that the two will ultimately knock each 
other off and let someone new, whether or not they are more electable, have a chance. 

  
NY Times 
The Best-Positioned Rival to Jeb Bush May Not Be the Best Known  
Scott Walker Shows Promise Heading Into 2016 
by Nate Cohn 

Jeb Bush had a good month. He struck first in the invisible primary — the behind-the-scenes 
competition for the support of donors, officials and operatives. And for all of the talk about the 
depth of the Republican field, the opposition to Mr. Bush remains unclear and underwhelming. 



That is in part because many of the high-profile potential Republican contenders — like Ted Cruz, 
Chris Christie and Rand Paul — are factional and flawed candidates with tough routes to the 
party’s nomination. 

Nonetheless, there will be demand for an alternative to Mr. Bush, even from within the so-called 
Republican establishment. Since Friday, attention has focused on Mitt Romney, who said in a 
meeting of top advisers and donors that he was considering a third run. 

But the more compelling challenger may be Scott Walker, the battle-hardened governor of 
Wisconsin. He has made moves toward running, and on paper, he’s the type of candidate who 
should deeply concern Mr. Bush. 

Unlike the flawed but better-known conservatives, Mr. Walker has the potential to have broad 
appeal throughout the Republican Party. Mr. Walker, born in Colorado Springs, is an evangelical 
Christian who defeated public employee unions in a high-profile battle over collective bargaining 
rights and who made big budget cuts in a state that has voted for Democrats in seven consecutive 
presidential elections. 

 
Scott Walker, the governor of Wisconsin, is a conservative favorite  
and could also attract significant support from the party establishment.  

He then survived a recall election and won re-election last November. He promises to have 
substantial appeal among the conservative activists who dominate the party’s caucuses and seem 
likely to make up the core opposition to Mr. Bush. 

Yet unlike most conservative heroes, Mr. Walker has the record, résumé and temperament of a 
candidate who could attract significant support from the establishment. Indiana’s governor, Mike 
Pence, may be the only other candidate with a similar profile, but he is not as well known and has 
taken fewer steps toward running. Last week, CNN reported that Mr. Walker had brought on Rick 



Wiley, an experienced Republican operative, who would be the campaign manager if Mr. Walker 
were to run. 

Mr. Walker is not without weaknesses. He would not enter with well-established networks of 
personal support rivaling those of Mr. Bush, Mr. Romney or Mr. Christie. He did not graduate from 
college — he left Marquette after receiving a job offer his senior year. He has come under 
investigation in a fund-raising case, although he has not been charged. 

Some question whether he has the charisma to distinguish himself in a crowded field. He could 
end up like the former governor Tim Pawlenty, another Midwesterner, who was thought to be a 
strong challenger to Mr. Romney in 2012 but who ultimately failed to gain traction in Iowa. 

Even if he’s a better campaigner than Mr. Pawlenty, Mr. Walker could end up as everyone’s 
second choice in a field of factions. Tea Party supporters could break for Mr. Cruz; the religious 
right could break for Mike Huckabee; and Mr. Walker could be left without a base. 

There is no way to know whether Mr. Walker will have the appeal and discipline necessary to win a 
presidential primary. But he has won three contested elections in a blue state, even while running 
and governing as a conservative. 

He naturally speaks the language of cultural conservatives, frequently invoking faith and God, 
which is crucial in the Iowa caucuses. In 2012, evangelical Christians represented 57 percent of 
Iowa caucus-goers, according to entrance polls. It is not at all obvious that Mr. Walker’s 
Midwestern persona, which may strike some as lacking sizzle, is a negative on the prairies of Iowa. 

In the end, Mr. Walker will have to capitalize on his opportunity, and prove as compelling on the 
campaign trail and in debates as he is on paper. If he does, he would be a far more serious 
contender for the presidential nomination than many of the candidates who have received 
substantially more news media attention over the last few years. 

  
Contentions  
De Blasio’s Unforced Errors Pile Up 
by Seth Mandel 
  
Bill de Blasio has just completed his first year in office, but his press clips are starting to make him 
sound like a lame duck. Today’s New York Times story on de Blasio’s deteriorating relationship 
with the police is based on “dozens of interviews in recent weeks” with police officers and “senior 
police leadership.” But in a classic sign of a political team already looking to shift blame, the most 
damaging anecdote is the one that begins the story, and it clearly signals discomfort within the 
mayor’s team. 

The story is headlined “In Police Rift, Mayor de Blasio’s Missteps Included Thinking It Would 
Pass,” which really does sum up the in-depth piece quite well. But it also signifies a sense of 
frustration from those around the mayor that too many of his errors are unforced, and that his lack 
of focus is materially damaging the administration’s image. Here is how the story opens: 

Not long after Mayor Bill de Blasio sat beside the Rev. Al Sharpton at a July summit meeting on 
police reform, a political adviser gave the mayor a blunt assessment: You have a problem with the 
cops. 



Rank-and-file officers felt disrespected by the mayor, the adviser explained, and were dismayed to 
see Mr. Sharpton, a longtime critic of the New York Police Department, embraced at City Hall. 

But Mr. de Blasio, a Democrat, rejected the notion that officers disliked him. His message, the 
adviser later recalled, was clear: Everything was under control. 

Everything was not under control, but de Blasio didn’t seem to understand how easily it could have 
been. In one sense, the exasperation of the mayor’s defenders–especially among those on the 
mayor’s team who don’t want de Blasio’s anti-cop reputation to stick to them–is understandable. 
Crime is down, and even the mayor’s critics among the political class, such as former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, plainly reject the accusation that recent police deaths are on de Blasio’s head. 

And yet, the police could turn that back on the mayor. After all, they have changed tactics as 
ordered and have still been able to keep crime low, showing they can adjust to a very different 
view of police work in the mayor’s office than the view that has prevailed for two decades. (Though 
to be fair, current Police Commissioner Bill Bratton was commissioner for a spell during that time 
as well, so there is some continuity–or at least familiarity.) 

Giving de Blasio the benefit of the doubt, then, he might not have believed there was a burgeoning 
crisis between him and the defenders of public safety because there was no crisis in public safety. 
As far as he was concerned, there was no sign personal animosity behind the scenes was 
endangering New Yorkers. 

Which is why the pattern of seemingly gratuitous mayoral swipes at the police were so baffling. 
And they undermined the sense that if there were a crisis of some sort, the mayor would have the 
NYPD’s back. In other words, if the two sides couldn’t get along when the streets were quiet, what 
would happen when the quiet dissipated? It’s easy to see why the police felt the groundwork was 
being laid to scapegoat them if need be. The Times explains the relationship from the NYPD’s 
perspective: 

Some bristled when Ms. Noerdlinger, the former Sharpton aide, was named chief of staff to the 
mayor’s wife, Chirlane McCray. And when a television reporter caught the mayor’s city-issued 
S.U.V. speeding, other officers noticed, Mr. de Blasio failed to take responsibility, implicitly faulting 
his police detail. 

And in November, when Mr. de Blasio arrived late to a memorial ceremony in the Rockaways, in 
Queens, his aides said his police boat had been delayed by fog. The mayor later conceded he had 
overslept. The incidents left an impression that Mr. de Blasio could undermine the police. 

The unease that had been simmering first boiled over in July, after Eric Garner, an unarmed black 
Staten Island man, died after being placed in a police chokehold. Eager to address the furor, Mr. 
de Blasio invited journalists to attend a round-table discussion at City Hall, intended as the sort of 
“come together” moment that he prides himself on. 

That’s when things really went off the rails. The Times, which has been supportive of de Blasio, 
admits “the stagecraft was odd from the start. On the mayor’s right sat Mr. Bratton; on his left was 
Mr. Sharpton, the symmetry suggesting the two held equal sway in the administration. When Mr. 
Sharpton began a broadside on law enforcement, the mayor silently looked on.” 

The New York Times story is probably intended as a wake-up call. Thanks to his maladroit, and at 
times just plain lazy, management of city affairs, de Blasio is begging for a primary challenger. The 
fact that crime has stayed low would help him fend off a Republican, but Democratic mayors of 



New York don’t usually lose in the general; they get primaried. (Starting with Abe Beame in 1977, 
three consecutive Democratic mayors were unseated in primaries. Beame didn’t even make it to 
the runoff that year, in which Ed Koch beat Mario Cuomo.) 

And ironically enough, the maintenance of public safety makes it easier for de Blasio to get 
challenged from the left. This is because the election wouldn’t be about law and order; it would 
take security for granted, enabling the conversation to focus on things like inequality and social 
justice. Actually, they would only ostensibly be about those things. In reality, a primary challenge to 
de Blasio would simply be about identity politics. 

The reason the last Democratic mayoral primary wasn’t totally about identity politics is because the 
strongest candidate archetype was the role played by Anthony Weiner: a candidate with an 
authentic “from the boroughs” persona. But Anthony Weiner couldn’t get out of his own way, and 
never gave the voters reason to believe he was a changed man. 

De Blasio’s ineptness, if it continues, will almost surely attract serious Democratic opposition. He 
needs to turn around his public image. But to do that, he’d have to listen to the advice he’s getting. 
And that would be a change indeed. 

  
Daily Beast 
Let’s Just Let Frats Run America 
by PJ O'Rourke 
  
Everyone hates fraternities, and everyone hates Congress. Perhaps we’d be better off if they just 
switched places.  

Sixty-four “freshman” U.S. senators and representative were sworn in this week. And “Spring 
Rush” is beginning at many universities. 

College fraternity houses have come under a lot of criticism lately. So have the houses of 
congress. Perhaps the two sets of institutions should switch places. Road trip! 

(And who wouldn’t like to see 64 congressmen paddled during Hell Week?) 

Certainly legislation in Washington would be more interesting with fraternities in charge—“H.R. 
4932 Keg Stand on the Supreme Court Act of 2015.” Everybody running around Capital Hill, drunk 
as all hell, and keeping lookout as Antonin Scalia vomits behind a dumpster. 

Plus campus behavior would be more decorous—“Nancy Pelosi Gone Wild” won’t be the kind of 
thing people order on Pay Per View. 

Media distaste for fraternities (most reporters were blackballed) could take the heat off congress. 
And media dislike for congress (we weren’t hired as anybody’s Communications Director, either) 
could relieve the pressures on fraternities. 

Fraternities have been accused of hazing fatalities, gender and sexual orientation prejudice, and—
even in such venues as Rolling Stone, which has been championing excessive ingestion of mind-
altering substances and untoward sexual behavior for nearly five decades —- excessive ingestion 
of mind-altering substances and untoward sexual behavior. 



And fraternity members have been accused of falling off roofs. In a blistering Atlantic article, “The 
Dark Power of Fraternities,” writer Caitlin Flanagan said, “Far from being freakish and 
unpredictable events, fatal and near-fatal falls from fraternity-house roofs, balconies, windows, and 
sleeping porches are fairly regular occurrences across the country.” 

Given that, even the most Tea Party-leaning congressional freshman should be willing to work with 
the president to reform rather than revoke the Affordable Care Act. At least if the congressional 
freshman is living in a frat house. Otherwise, that broken leg’s really going to cut into the beer 
budget. 

Congress has been blamed for… There’s no space here to give a detailed list. But pointless 
partisan quarrels, legislative deadlock and dangerous politicization of foreign and domestic policies 
are a start. 

Will Gamma Omega Pi and Delta Epsilon Mu get along better than the GOP and the Dems? They 
have no choice. The North American Interfraternity Conference requires each chapter of its 74 
member fraternities to maintain a 2.7, or C+, cumulative grade-point average. In the latest Gallup 
poll Congress got a 16 percent job approval rating, which is an F where I went to school. 

And the keg parties might be salubrious for our political elite. 

Senator Bernie Sanders: “Cruiser-man! Yo, dawg!” 

Senator Ted Cruz: “Burn-Up! I love you, bro!” 

Given that the American electorate is 53 percent women, fraternities will need to become co-ed. 
This should improve frat boy behavior. When Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D, M.D.) yells, “You get down 
off that roof!”—you get down off that roof. Mikulski grew up in east Baltimore and was a Catholic 
Charities social worker. Congressmen don’t want her coming after them with a ruler she got from a 
nun. 

Anyway, the congressmen will be too busy to climb roofs—busy scissoring hundreds of [insert 
heart-shape]-shaped decorations for the fraternity’s Valentine’s Day “Two-Hearts-Beating-As-One” 
Formal because Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D, N.Y.) asked them to. Who could say no to Sen. 
Gillibrand? She’s so cute. 

Meanwhile in D.C. the Capital building is being filled with tiki heads, bamboo torches, ukuleles, 
flaming pupu platters, rum drinks in coconut shells, 535 leis and Hawaiian shirts and 15 tons of 
beach sand for “Aloha Friday.” At last President Obama is pressed into having a personal, social 
relationship with legislators (and into doing a hula dance). 

Spring Break is made a national holiday. Admiral Michael S. Rogers, Director of the NSA, attempts 
to jump into the swimming pool from the balcony of his 4th floor hotel room in Panama City, 
Florida, and there is an end to the NSA snooping debate. 

There’s also an end to jihad and fighting in the Middle East as America’s first pan-Hellenic House 
and Senate consult the beer bong and decide to make Spring Break hotel reservations on the 
beaches of Syria, Gaza, Iran’s Persian Gulf resort island of Kish, and Lake Zorkul in Afghanistan. 
Jihadists, militias, and military hurry to get away from the danger, the chaos and the plummeting 
admirals in Speedos. 



The Washington Redskins finally have a VIP fan base that demands an NFL team at least up to 
the standards of Northern Illinois University. And the corruption-plagued and scandal-ridden 
spectacle of college football is mitigated by a new kind of student-athlete. 

“Speaker of the House John Boehner takes the hike… He falls back… He pauses to light a 
Marlboro…” 

Liberal congressmen with their squishy, pseudo-socialist progressive views will get what they 
deserve—professors who give “good marks for good Marx,” read in the original German. 

Troglodyte conservative congressman will find out just how hard it is to get a date when you’re a 
member of the College Republicans. Sen. Gillibrand said she had to wash her hair tonight. 

As congressmen and senators face these sobering experiences, Federal Regulatory Agencies are 
ordered to make their decisions according to who wins at Beer Pong. 

Washington Post headlines: 

“Fed to Print More Money as Janet Yellen Out-Chug-a-Lugs Ron Paul” 

“Food and Drug Administration Orders Pizza” 

We all know a better America is possible. Let us hark back to a less polarized era and recall 
perhaps our country’s greatest moment of political unity—at the end of Animal House, when we 
see the picture of “U.S. Senator Blutarsky.” 

IBD 
Late Night Humor 
by Andrew Malcolm 

Conan: Obama is doing a speaking tour to preview his State of the Union. Pretty exciting— Obama 
rushes out on stage and shouts, “ARE YOU READY FOR SOME STUFF THAT’S NEVER GOING 
TO HAPPEN?”  

Fallon: Joe Biden was down in South America repairing relations with Brazil. Biden said, “It's great 
to be in the Amazon. I've always wanted to see where all the books come from.” 

Conan: Hershey’s has unveiled a 3D printer that makes chocolate. If you think Americans get 
angry over a jammed paper printer, wait till that happens to their chocolate printer. 

Fallon: Harry Reid is recovering after his exercise resistance band snapped, causing him to fall. 
The good news is he's fine. The bad news is there's no video. 

Conan: Ex-Gov. Mike Huckabee might be running for President. And if you think Mike Huckabee 
can’t possibly win, don’t forget they said the same thing six years ago about Mike Huckabee. 

Fallon: The N.Y. Jets are expected to name a new coach soon. The leading candidate is reportedly 
former Buffalo Bills coach Doug Marrone. A lot of people are upset about the news-- mostly Doug 
Marrone. 



Conan: The average college freshman reads at a seventh-grade level. Or if you’re an optimist, 
every seventh grader now reads at a college freshman level. 

Fallon: Kanye West has teamed with Paul McCartney for a new single, “Only One.” Asked what it 
was like working with a music legend and pioneer, Kanye said, “I'm sure he was pretty intimidated.” 

Conan: Parts of Minnesota are as cold as 50 below zero these days. Minnesotans heard this and 
said, “So it’s Spring already?” 

Conan: Plans are underway to build an NFL stadium in Los Angeles. That’s good news because 
it’s been at least a decade since LA had a sports team not to care about. 

Conan: General Mills plans to make a new flavor of Cheerios with quinoa. At the bottom of each 
box is a special prize— Cheerios NOT made with quinoa. 

Conan: A new study finds that watching Fox News makes you more conservative, watching 
MSNBC makes you more liberal and watching CNN makes you believe that no plane has ever 
safely reached its destination. 

Conan: A new electronic item is coming that's a pacifier with GPS to help you find your baby. The 
company expects the pacifier to be a huge hit with really bad parents. 

Meyers: Pablo Picasso’s granddaughter is selling off $290 million of Picasso’s work. That’s enough 
money to put a smile on anyone’s forehead. 

Conan: Scientists create a pill that tricks your stomach into thinking it's full. Unfortunately, the pill is 
made of two pounds of mashed potatoes. 

Meyers: Jim Rome calls marching bands “dorks.” Marching bands are crafting a reply, but it’s 
taking forever to spell it out on the field. 

Conan: NASA has spotted a hole on the Sun 400 times larger than Earth. Despite a hole that 
large, no one on the LA Lakers could put a ball through it. 

Meyers: In Hawaii, Rob Lowe used a jet-ski to rescue passengers from a sailboat run aground. 
While “Creepy” Rob Lowe just watched through his binoculars. 

Fallon: Dr. Phil is out promoting his new medical app called, “Doctor on Demand.” So if you're 
someone who relies on Dr. Phil for medical advice, I'm sorry that you're dead. 

Fallon: The Girl Scouts are adding three new cookies to their sales list, including Rah-Rah Raisins. 
Even Jehovah’s Witnesses said, 'If they ring the doorbell, pretend we're not home!' 

Conan: Texas recently experienced nine earthquakes in just one day. But don’t worry: Texas 
scientists are hard at work figuring out exactly what God was angry about. 

Meyers: The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree was taken down. And this is interesting, it took 
more than 100 husbands to drag it out to the curb. 

Meyers: Shaquille O’Neil says he spends more than $1,000 a week on game app purchases for his 
phone. Not on purpose. His thumbs are just so big. 



Meyers: Obama has issued three veto threats in just two days. Meanwhile, Chris Christie has 
threatened four Vitos, two Charlies and a Doug.  

Conan: Angelina Jolie met with Pope Francis today. Long story short, she adopted him. She had 
everything but a Pope. Now she’s all set. 

Fallon: Hackers stole over $5 million in bitcoins from a Slovenian bitcoin exchange. Man, if it’s not 
safe to keep your money in a Slovenian bitcoin exchange, where CAN you keep it? 

Conan: Bill Gates has released a video of himself drinking water filtered from human excrement. 
No word yet on whether Gates got into the fraternity. 

Conan: Seventy-four-year-old Sen. Barbara Boxer is retiring after 2016. When I saw the headline, 
“74-year old Boxer” I assumed we were making a new Rocky movie. 

Conan: Go-Pro has a new selfie stick out to enable perfect pictures of your butt. Of course, Kim 
Kardashian’s butt must still be shot from outer space. 

Meyers: According to the NBA Store, the Lakers' Kobe Bryant has the league’s fourth best-selling 
jersey. But most of those were bought by Kobe’s teammates trying to trick him into passing the 
ball. 

  
  

 
  



 
  
  

 
  



  

 
  
  

 



  
  
  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 


